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In the conflict between Science and Faith our >usiness was to accept the one without rejecting the >ther: and that he achieved. Never did his acceptance >f the animal ancestry of man, for instance, upset his )elief in the essential divinity of the human soul, its mmortality, its supremacy, its eternal destiny. Never lid his recognition of the materialistic aspect of nature :loud his perception of its spiritual aspect as supplement-ng and completing and dominating the mechanism, ^is was a voice from other centuries, as it were, sound-ng through the nineteenth; and by his strong majestic ittitude he saved the faith of thousands who else would lave been overwhelmed ; and his writings convey to our )wn age a magnificent expression of that which we too lave still not fully accepted, but which we are on the vay to believe.
If asked to quote in support of this statement I will lot quote more than the titles of some of the chief poems
0   which   I   appeal.    Not  always  the  greatest poems )erhaps do I here refer to, but those which most clearly iphold the contention of the  Poet's special service  to lumanity  during  the  period   of revolution in thought hrough which mankind has been passing.
Let me instance, therefore, first and most obviously, f In Memoriam " ; and thereafter poems such as " De Profundis," " The Two Voices," " The Ancient Sage,3'
1 Ulysses," " Vastness," " By an Evolutionist," " Demeter aid Persephone/' " Akbar's Dream," " God and the Uni-rerse," "Flower in the Crannied Wall," "The Higher Pantheism," "The Voice and the Peak," "Wages," and 'Morte <TArthur."
If I do not add to this list the great poem " To Virgil,15 vho in his day likewise assimilated knowledge of diverse :inds and in the light of spiritual vision glorified all he ouched, it is only because the atmosphere of the Ancient >oet is so like that of the Modern one that it is not by